American Mediation

America, the Portsmouth experiences teach that American
indiscretion and interference make appropriate negotiations
impossible. Interference by President, even in form of ' clearing
house/ would be detrimental to our interests and is, therefore,
to be prevented. The basis for future conclusion of peace
we must decide in direct conference with our enemies if we are
not to run the risk of being robbed of our gains by neutral pressure.
We, therefore, reject the idea of a conference. On the other
hand, there is no objection, after conclusion of peace, to sending
delegates tcfo an international congress to confer on problem
of safeguarding future world peace.
" ZlMMERMANN."
From this telegram it might be assumed that the Imperial
Government wished to limit Mr. Wilson's activity to bringing
the belligerent parties to the conference table. We might also
very well have gone on working with the President if the unre-
stricted submarine campaign had not intervened. It was,
however, understandable that the Imperial Government, on
grounds of domestic politics, should not want to name our peace
terms at once. Accordingly the answer to the Wilson Note,
which reached Berlin with extraordinary promptness on the
26th December, amounted to a friendly negative.
The German Note ran as follows :
" The Imperial Government have received and considered
the President's magnanimous suggestion, that the foundation
should be laid on which to build a lasting peace, in the friendly
spirit which permeates the President's communication. The
President points to the goal which is dear to his heart, and leaves
the choice of the way open. To the Imperial Government
a direct interchange of ideas would seem the most appropriate
way of attaining the desired result. They, therefore, have the
honour to suggest, in the sense of their statement of the I2th
inst., in which they offered the hand to peace negotiations, an
immediate conference of delegates of the belligerent States in
a neutral place.
" The Imperial Government are also of the opinion that the
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